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2014 and 2015 harvest specifications. In 
the GOA, the total final 2014 TAC 
amount is 499,274 mt, an increase of 17 
percent from the total proposed 2014 
TAC amount of 427,068 mt. The total 
final 2015 TAC amount is 511,599 mt, 
an increase of 20 percent from the total 
proposed 2015 TAC amount of 427,068 
mt. The following table in this preamble 
summarizes the principle reason for the 
difference between the proposed and 
final TACs. 

Based on changes to the assessment 
method used by the stock assessment 
scientists, for 2014 and 2015 the greatest 
TAC increase is for deep-water flatfish 
and the greatest decrease is for flathead 
sole. Based on changes in the estimates 
of overall biomass, the greatest TAC 
increases are for pollock, Pacific ocean 
perch, shortraker rougheye, dusky 

rockfish, thornyhead rockfish, other 
rockfish, and longnose skate. Based 
upon changes in the estimates of 
biomass by stock assessment scientists, 
the greatest decreases in TACs are for 
sablefish, shallow-water flatfish, and 
demersal shelf rockfish. For all other 
species and species groups, changes 
from the proposed to the final TACs are 
within plus or minus five percent of the 
proposed TACs. These TAC changes 
correspond to associated changes in the 
ABCs and TACs, as recommended by 
the SSC, AP, and Council. 

Additionally, based upon the 
Council’s recommended changes in 
setting the TACs at amounts below 
ABCs the greatest decreases in TACs are 
for shallow-water flatfish, arrowtooth 
flounder, flathead sole, and ‘‘other 
rockfish.’’ The Council believed, and 

NMFS concurs, that setting TACs for the 
three preceding flatfish species equal to 
ABCs would not reflect anticipated 
harvest levels accurately, as the Council 
and NMFS expect halibut PSC limits to 
constrain these fisheries in both 2014 
and 2015. 

Detailed information providing the 
basis for the changes described above is 
contained in the final 2013 SAFE report. 
The final TACs are based on the best 
scientific information available. These 
TACs are specified in compliance with 
the harvest strategy described in the 
proposed and final rules for the 2014 
and 2015 harvest specifications. The 
changes in TACs between the proposed 
rule and this final rule are compared in 
the following table. 

COMPARISON OF PROPOSED AND FINAL 2014 AND 2015 GOA TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH LIMITS 
[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton and percentage] 

 
 
 

Species 
2014 and 

2015 
proposed 

TAC 

 
2014 Final 

TAC 

2014 Final 
minus 2014 
proposed 

TAC 

 
Percentage 
difference 

 
2015 

Final TAC 

2015 Final 
minus 2015 
proposed 

TAC 

 
Percentage 
difference 

 
Principle 

reason for 
difference 

Pollock ............................ 111,530 174,976 63,446 57 193,809 82,279 74 Biomass. 1 

Pacific cod ...................... 63,150 64,738 1,588 3 61,519 ¥1,631 ¥3 Biomass. 
Sablefish ......................... 11,731 10,572 ¥1,159 ¥10 9,554 ¥2,177 ¥19 Biomass. 
Shallow-water flatfish  ..... 36,641 33,679 ¥2,962 ¥8 32,027 ¥4,614 ¥13 Biomass. 
Deep-water flatfish  ......... 5,126 13,472 8,346 163 13,303 8,177 160 Model. 2 

Rex sole  ......................... 9,242 9,341 99 1 9,155 ¥87 ¥1 Biomass. 
Arrowtooth flounder ........ 103,300 103,300 0 0 103,300 0 0 Biomass. 
Flathead sole .................. 30,632 27,746 ¥2,886 ¥9 27,726 ¥2,906 ¥9 Model. 
Pacific ocean perch ........ 16,133 19,309 3,176 20 19,764 3,631 23 Biomass. 
Northern rockfish ............ 4,850 5,322 472 10 5,010 160 3 Biomass. 
Shortraker rockfish ......... 1,081 1,323 242 22 1,323 242 22 Biomass. 
Dusky rockfish ................ 4,413 5,486 1,073 24 5,081 668 15 Biomass. 
Rougheye rockfish .......... 1,254 1,244 ¥10 ¥1 1,262 8 1 Biomass. 
Demersal shelf rockfish .. 303 274 ¥29 ¥10 274 ¥29 ¥10 Biomass. 
Thornyhead rockfish ....... 1,665 1,841 176 11 1,841 176 11 Biomass. 
Other rockfish ................. 1,080 1,811 731 68 1,811 731 68 N/A 
Atka mackerel ................. 2,000 2,000 0 0 2,000 0 0 N/A 
Big skate ......................... 3,767 3,762 ¥5 0 3,762 ¥5 0 N/A 
Longnose skate .............. 2,625 2,876 251 10 2,876 251 10 N/A 
Other skates ................... 2,030 1,989 ¥41 ¥2 1,989 ¥41 ¥2 N/A 
Sculpins .......................... 5,884 5,569 ¥315 ¥5 5,569 ¥315 ¥5 Biomass. 
Sharks  ............................ 6,028 5,989 ¥39 ¥1 5,989 ¥39 ¥1 N/A 
Squids ............................. 1,148 1,148 0 0 1,148 0 0 N/A 
Octopuses  ...................... 1,455 1,507 52 4 1,507 52 4 N/A 

Total  ........................ 427,068 499,274 72,206 17 511,599 84,531 19.8 N/A 
1 Biomass—Change in estimate of biomass. 
2 Model—Change in assessment methodology. 

 
The final 2014 and 2015 TAC 

recommendations for the GOA are 
within the OY range established for the 

GOA and do not exceed the ABC for any 
species or species group. Tables 1 and 
2 list the final OFL, ABC, and TAC 

amounts for GOA groundfish for 2014 
and 2015, respectively. 

TABLE 1—FINAL 2014 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT, WEST- 
ERN, CENTRAL, EASTERN REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT, SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE, AND GULFWIDE 
DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 
 

Species Area 1 OFL ABC TAC 

Pollock 2   .................................................... Shumagin (610) ........................................ n/a 36,070 36,070 
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TABLE 1—FINAL 2014 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT, WEST- 
ERN, CENTRAL, EASTERN REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT, SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE, AND GULFWIDE 
DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA—Continued 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 
 

Species Area 1 OFL ABC TAC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pacific cod 3   .............................................. 

Chirikof (620) ............................................ n/a 81,784 81,784 
Kodiak (630) ............................................. n/a 39,756 39,756 
WYK (640) ................................................ n/a 4,741 4,741 
W/C/WYK (subtotal) ................................. 211,998 162,351 162,351 
SEO (650)  ................................................ 16,833 12,625 12,625 
Total .......................................................... 228,831 174,976 174,976 
W .............................................................. n/a 32,745 22,922 

 C ............................................................... n/a 53,100 39,825 
 E ............................................................... n/a 2,655 1,991 
 Total .......................................................... 107,300 88,500 64,738 
Sablefish 4   ................................................. W .............................................................. n/a 1,480 1,480 
 C ............................................................... n/a 4,681 4,681 
 WYK  ......................................................... n/a 1,716 1,716 
 SEO .......................................................... n/a 2,695 2,695 
 E (WYK and SEO) (subtotal) ................... n/a 4,411 4,411 
 Total .......................................................... 12,500 10,572 10,572 
Shallow-water flatfish 5  .............................. W .............................................................. n/a 20,376 13,250 
 C ............................................................... n/a 17,813 17,813 
 WYK  ......................................................... n/a 2,039 2,039 
 SEO .......................................................... n/a 577 577 
 Total .......................................................... 50,007 40,805 33,679 
Deep-water flatfish 6  .................................. W .............................................................. n/a 302 302 
 C ............................................................... n/a 3,727 3,727 
 WYK  ......................................................... n/a 5,532 5,532 
 SEO .......................................................... n/a 3,911 3,911 
 Total .......................................................... 16,159 13,472 13,472 
Rex sole .................................................... W .............................................................. n/a 1,270 1,270 
 C ............................................................... n/a 6,231 6,231 
 WYK  ......................................................... n/a 813 813 
 SEO .......................................................... n/a 1,027 1,027 
 Total .......................................................... 12,207 9,341 9,341 
Arrowtooth flounder  .................................. W .............................................................. n/a 31,142 14,500 
 C ............................................................... n/a 115,612 75,000 
 WYK  ......................................................... n/a 37,232 6,900 
 SEO .......................................................... n/a 11,372 6,900 
 Total .......................................................... 229,248 195,358 103,300 
Flathead sole ............................................ W .............................................................. n/a 12,730 8,650 
 C ............................................................... n/a 24,805 15,400 
 WYK  ......................................................... n/a 3,525 3,525 
 SEO .......................................................... n/a 171 171 
 Total .......................................................... 50,664 41,231 27,746 
Pacific ocean perch 7 ................................ W .............................................................. n/a 2,399 2,399 
 C ............................................................... n/a 12,855 12,855 
 WYK  ......................................................... n/a 1,931 1,931 
 W/C/WYK subtotal .................................... 21,016 17,185 17,185 
 SEO .......................................................... 1,303 2,124 2,124 
 Total .......................................................... 22,319 19,309 19,309 
Northern rockfish 8   .................................... W .............................................................. n/a 1,305 1,305 
 C ............................................................... n/a 4,017 4,017 
 E ............................................................... n/a n/a n/a 
 Total .......................................................... 6,349 5,322 5,322 
Shortraker rockfish 9  .................................. W .............................................................. n/a 92 92 
 C ............................................................... n/a 397 397 
 E ............................................................... n/a 834 834 
 Total .......................................................... 1,764 1,323 1,323 
Dusky rockfish 10  ....................................... W .............................................................. n/a 317 317 
 C ............................................................... n/a 3,584 3,584 
 WYK  ......................................................... n/a 1,384 1,384 
 SEO .......................................................... n/a 201 201 
 Total .......................................................... 6,708 5,486 5,486 
Rougheye and Blackspotted rockfish 11 ... W .............................................................. n/a 82 82 
 C ............................................................... n/a 864 864 
 E ............................................................... n/a 298 298 
 Total .......................................................... 1,497 1,244 1,244 
Demersal shelf rockfish 12 ......................... SEO .......................................................... 438 274 274 
Thornyhead rockfish ................................. W .............................................................. n/a 235 235 

C ............................................................... n/a 875 875 
E ............................................................... n/a 731 731 
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TABLE 1—FINAL 2014 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT, WEST- 
ERN, CENTRAL, EASTERN REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT, SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE, AND GULFWIDE 
DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA—Continued 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 
 

Species Area 1 OFL ABC TAC 
 
 
Other rockfish 13 14 .................................... 

Total .......................................................... 2,454 1,841 1,841 
W and C ................................................... n/a 1,031 1,031 

 WYK  ......................................................... n/a 580 580 
 SEO .......................................................... n/a 2,470 200 
 Total .......................................................... 5,347 4,081 1,811 
Atka mackerel ........................................... GW  ........................................................... 6,200 4,700 2,000 
Big skate 15   ............................................... W .............................................................. n/a 589 589 
 C ............................................................... n/a 1,532 1,532 
 E ............................................................... n/a 1,641 1,641 
 Total .......................................................... 5,016 3,762 3,762 
Longnose skate 16  ..................................... W .............................................................. n/a 107 107 
 C ............................................................... n/a 1,935 1,935 
 E ............................................................... n/a 834 834 
 Total .......................................................... 3,835 2,876 2,876 
Other skates 17  .......................................... GW  ........................................................... 2,652 1,989 1,989 
Sculpins  .................................................... GW  ........................................................... 7,448 5,569 5,569 
Sharks ....................................................... GW  ........................................................... 7,986 5,989 5,989 
Squids ....................................................... GW  ........................................................... 1,530 1,148 1,148 
Octopus ..................................................... GW  ........................................................... 2,009 1,507 1,507 

Total .......................................................... 790,468 640,675 499,274 
1 Regulatory areas and districts are defined at § 679.2. (W=Western Gulf of Alaska; C=Central Gulf of Alaska; E=Eastern Gulf of Alaska; 

WYK=West Yakutat District; SEO=Southeast Outside District; GW=Gulf-wide). 
2 Pollock is apportioned in the Western/Central Regulatory Areas among three statistical areas. During the A season, the apportionment is 

based on an adjusted estimate of the relative distribution of pollock biomass of approximately 16 percent, 62 percent, and 22 percent in Statis- 
tical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respectively. During the B season, the apportionment is based on the relative distribution of pollock biomass at 16 
percent, 74 percent, and 10 percent in Statistical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respectively. During the C and D seasons, the apportionment is 
based on the relative distribution of pollock biomass at 36 percent, 28 percent, and 35 percent in Statistical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respec- 
tively. Table 3 lists the final 2014 seasonal apportionments. In the West Yakutat and Southeast Outside Districts of the Eastern Regulatory Area, 
pollock is not divided into seasonal allowances. 

3 The annual Pacific cod TAC is apportioned 60 percent to the A season and 40 percent to the B season in the Western and Central Regu- 
latory Areas of the GOA. Pacific cod in the Eastern Regulatory Area is allocated 90 percent for processing by the inshore component and 10 
percent for processing by the offshore component. Table 5 lists the final 2014 Pacific cod seasonal apportionments. 

4 Sablefish is allocated to trawl and hook-and-line gear in 2014. Table 7 lists the final 2014 allocations of sablefish TACs. 
5 ‘‘Shallow-water flatfish’’ means flatfish not including ‘‘deep-water flatfish,’’ flathead sole, rex sole, or arrowtooth flounder. 
6 ‘‘Deep-water flatfish’’ means Dover sole, Greenland turbot, Kamchatka flounder, and deepsea sole. 
7 ‘‘Pacific ocean perch’’ means Sebastes alutus. 
8 ‘‘Northern rockfish’’ means Sebastes polyspinis. For management purposes the 2 mt apportionment of ABC to the WYK District of the East- 

ern Gulf of Alaska has been included in the other rockfish species group. 
9 ‘‘Shortraker rockfish’’ means Sebastes borealis. 
10 ‘‘Dusky rockfish’’ means Sebastes variabilis. 
11 ‘‘Rougheye rockfish’’ means Sebastes aleutianus (rougheye) and Sebastes melanostictus (blackspotted). 
12 ‘‘Demersal shelf rockfish’’ means Sebastes pinniger (canary), S. nebulosus (china), S. caurinus (copper), S. maliger (quillback), S. 

helvomaculatus (rosethorn), S. nigrocinctus (tiger), and S. ruberrimus (yelloweye). 
13 ‘‘Other rockfish’’ means Sebastes aurora (aurora), S. melanostomus (blackgill), S. paucispinis (bocaccio), S. goodei (chilipepper), S. crameri 

(darkblotch), S. elongatus (greenstriped), S. variegatus (harlequin), S. wilsoni (pygmy), S. babcocki (redbanded), S. proriger (redstripe), S. 
zacentrus (sharpchin), S. jordani (shortbelly), S. brevispinis (silvergrey), S. diploproa (splitnose), S. saxicola (stripetail), S. miniatus (vermilion), S. 
reedi (yellowmouth), S. entomelas (widow), and S. flavidus (yellowtail). In the Eastern GOA only, other rockfish also includes northern rockfish, 
S. polyspinis. 

14 ‘‘Other rockfish’’ in the Western and Central Regulatory Areas and in the West Yakutat District means other rockfish and demersal shelf 
rockfish. The ‘‘other rockfish’’ species group in the SEO District only includes other rockfish. 

15 ‘‘Big skate’’ means Raja binoculata. 
16 ‘‘Longnose skate’’ means Raja rhina. 
17 ‘‘Other skates’’ means Bathyraja spp. 

 
TABLE 2—FINAL 2015 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT, WEST- 

ERN, CENTRAL, EASTERN REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT, SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE, AND GULFWIDE 
DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 
 

Species Area 1 OFL ABC TAC 

Pollock 2   .................................................... Shumagin (610) ........................................ n/a 40,254 40,254 
 Chirikof (620) ............................................ n/a 91,272 91,272 
 Kodiak (630) ............................................. n/a 44,367 44,367 
 WYK (640) ................................................ n/a 5,291 5,291 
 W/C/WYK (subtotal) ................................. 248,384 181,184 181,184 
 SEO (650)  ................................................ 16,833 12,625 12,625 
 Total .......................................................... 265,217 193,809 193,809 
Pacific cod 3   .............................................. W .............................................................. n/a 31,117 21,782 


